Journal of Academic Research in Multidisciplinary Studies

Vol: 02; Issue: 01; Jan-Jun 2025; Pg: 007-012 ngﬂ)JARMS

Modern Technologies in Agriculture: Advancements,
Benefits, and Implications for Agricultural Laborers

Debajit Borah!, Dr. Ratnesh Chandra Sharma?

'Research Scholar, Department of Commerce, Sikkim Professional University, Gangtok, Sikkim, India
Email Id: debajitl 2@yahoo.comn
2Professor, Department of Commerce, Sikkim Professional University, Gangtok, Sikkim, India

Received: 25t April 2025 / Accepted: 20t May 2025 / Published: 05t June 2025
© The Author(s), under exclusive license to AimBell Publication

Abstract:

The use of contemporary technologies in agriculture has transformed conventional farming practices, resulting in
considerable increases in productivity, resource efficiency, and sustainability. This analysis looks at the uses of significant
technology advancements such precision agriculture, smart irrigation systems, genetically modified organisms (GMOs),
automation, robotics, and data analytics. These technologies have the potential to alter agriculture by increasing crop yields,
optimizing resource utilization, and minimizing environmental impact. However, their broad use presents significant issues,
notably for agricultural laborers who suffer job displacement and the need to up skill. While precision agriculture and
automation can lessen the need for human labor, they require a workforce that is skilled at operating and maintaining
sophisticated machinery and software. While GMOs increase yields and resilience, they also pose ethical and economic
problems that may have an impact on labour relations. Furthermore, the growing reliance on data analytics and artificial
intelligence (Al) in decision-making processes may result in a digital gap, marginalising individuals who lack access to or
knowledge of these technologies. This paper gives a thorough examination of the advantages and disadvantages of modern
agricultural technologies, with a special emphasis on the implications for workers. It emphasises the importance of policies
that help displaced workers' retraining and education, as well as the equitable sharing of technical breakthroughs to
guarantee that all agricultural stakeholders benefit from these innovations. The findings underscore the significance of
balancing technological advancement with the social and economic well-being of agricultural communities in order to
ensure the sector's long-term and inclusive growth. The study highlights key innovations, such as precision agriculture,
automation, and biotechnology, that have revolutionized agricultural practices. While these technologies enhance
productivity and sustainability, they also pose challenges, including the displacement of labor and the need for workforce
reskilling. The discussion addresses the potential benefits, such as increased efficiency and reduced environmental impact,
alongside the challenges of equitable access and socio-economic disparities. Practical solutions, including training
programs and policies for inclusive technology adoption, are proposed to mitigate adverse effects and ensure a balanced
transition for agricultural communities.

Keywords: Modern agriculture, Agricultural technologies, Smart farming, Farm robotics, Precision farming, Al in
agriculture.

INTRODUCTION

Agriculture has long played an important role in man's social and economic life as a provider of food and basic needs, as
well as a producer of raw materials. The world's population is growing by the day, and feeding all of these people is
becoming increasingly difficult. The most critical issues that agriculture must overcome are food and feed production,
proper resource utilisation, and environmental friendliness. However, current technology are being used to address these
issues, resulting in a revolution in farming operations. Development and implementation of high technologies such as
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precision agriculture, automated systems in agriculture, GMOs, smart irrigation systems, and data analytics are among the
advanced and high technologies that are expected to revolutionise agriculture and improve its productivity and

sustainability [1]. Precision agriculture involves the use of electrical devices such as GPS, remote sensing/RS, and drones
to capture detailed crop information. This strategy enables for the use of the appropriate amount of inputs like as water,
fertilisers, and pesticides, so improving yields while minimising environmental damage. Precision agriculture also
optimises resource allocation by optimising the inputs available to farmers, with the goal of getting more for less, which is
especially important given the dwindling number of resources accessible in nature [2].

Similarly, smart irrigation refers to a significant improvement in irrigation process management; farmers can pump water
to the root system while also gathering vital information. In addition to assuring water conservation, this system reduces
human expenses compared to traditional irrigation methods [3]. Given the growing problem of water shortage, the adoption
of smart irrigation systems will be critical, particularly for crop production.

Another emerging trend in agriculture is the use of automation and robotics. It means that these technologies can plant
seeds, eliminate weeds, and harvest agricultural crops far more efficiently than humans, serving as a solution to the latter
shortage, which is common in many agricultural locations. Furthermore, it can reduce the amount of time spent on tedious
physical duties while increasing the specificity of agricultural activities. Genetic engineering has also advanced
significantly, resulting in the creation of GMOs that are more resistant to pests, diseases, and environmental challenges.
These innovations have the potential to improve agricultural resilience and productivity, helping to ensure food security in
a changing environment [4]. However, the use of GMOs remains a source of contention, with concerns about their
environmental and health consequences. While these technologies have obvious advantages, they also pose obstacles,
particularly for agricultural workers. The displacement of workers owing to automation, ethical concerns over GMOs, and
the digital divide, which may marginalize farmers who lack access to sophisticated technologies, are all serious issues that
must be addressed [5].

This study presents a detailed analysis of modern technology applications in agriculture, examining both the benefits and
challenges they present to agricultural laborers. By exploring these processes, the research hopes to contribute to the
ongoing debate on how to use technological breakthroughs to achieve sustainable and inclusive growth in agriculture.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Precision agriculture

Precision agriculture is a novel and innovative method to crop management that relies on the use of information technology
tools such as Global Positioning Systems (GPS), aerial photography, and remote sensing. It also enables farmers to visually
detect plant/crop levels and make optimum use of various inputs in order to reduce waste and boost yield. Precision
agriculture enabled proper decision making by using real-time data on soil condition, weather, and crop state, resulting in
high yields and sustainable practices [6].

Applications

The main categories of precision agriculture are Variable Rate Technology (VRT), which uses input rates such as fertilisers,
herbicides, and water based on the regions of the fields that require them. This optimisation also benefits the environment;
for example, runoff and chemical leaching are reduced [7]. Remote sensing using aerial photography, particularly the use
of drones and satellites, provides image and data capture of crops that can be used to detect disease, pest infestation, or
nutrient deficiencies, allowing remedial steps to be taken [8]. Another prominent application is yield prediction, which uses
historical and real-time contextual data as well as complex mathematical models to correctly anticipate yields from previous
seasons to aid in planning and resource management [9]. Soil mapping is the process of using GPS and sensors to create
detailed visual maps of soil parameters such as pH, moisture, and nutrient levels in order to make the appropriate
amendments [10]. Implications for Labourers: As a result, the successful application of precision agriculture has a societal
impact, particularly on agricultural labourers. Although these technologies reduce the amount of work that individuals must
do by introducing mechanised methods of working—in which activities are completed mechanically—they also create new
chances for people, opportunities that come with technological competence. There is an increasing demand for personnel
who can handle complex farm gear, evaluate data, and regulate farming technologies [11]. As a result, training and
education should be prioritised in order to better prepare employees for these new positions [12].

Smart Irrigation Systems

Smart irrigation systems can be regarded a significant step forward in the process of boosting agricultural efficiency through
water supply. Some of the technologies include auto irrigation, moisture sensors, and weather station controllers, which
improve the utilisation of limited resources, reduce costs, and increase yields. As water becomes more limited, particularly
in the world's arid and semi-arid regions, smart irrigation systems become increasingly vital in modern agriculture [13].
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Applications

The primary goal of smart irrigation is to optimise water utilisation. In contrast to traditional methods such as flooding,
which consume a large amount of water but only a portion of it is used by the plants, smart systems such as drip irrigation
deliver water straight to the roots [14]. Computerised systems communicate with the weather to manage watering patterns
based on current conditions, thereby conserving water [15]. Soil moisture sensors provide real-time moisture content of the
soil area, allowing one to avoid either underwatering or overwatering, both of which have negative effects on the crop [16].
Furthermore, smart irrigation in conjunction with the fertigation system is conceivable, which means that irrigation water
and nutrients are given at the same time, increasing crop output and removing the need for separate fertilisation [17].

Implications for Labourers

Smart irrigation systems affect agricultural labourers in the following ways: This system relieves farmers of the work
required for manual irrigation. This can lower total manpower requirements in particular

operations [18], but it also necessitates new technical competencies for controlling these systems. Assimilation to such
changes may demonstrate that places without educational resources have a greater probability of workforce displacement
[19]. However, smart irrigation systems create new job opportunities for individuals who have the relevant expertise [20].

Genetically modified crops

GMOs are one of the most significant breakthroughs in the agri-food industry, increasing crop production per unit area and
nutritional content while also making crops more resistant to pests and adverse weather conditions. Taking advantage of
tools such as CRISPR technology, it is feasible to design crops that are appropriate for contemporary agricultural conditions.
Though GMOs are widely used in some parts of the world, their usage is fraught with controversy due to concerns about
safety, environmental effect, and ethical factors [21].

Automation and Robotics

Overview: Automation and robotics are revolutionizing agriculture by allowing activities to be performed faster, cheaper,
and more accurately. The use of self-driving tractors and robotic pickers addresses labour scarcity while also promoting
sustainable agriculture. These technologies continue to evolve, affecting agricultural workforce in a variety of ways,
creating both benefits and challenges [22]. Autonomous harvesters equipped with sensors and tools can recognise and
select ripe crops, which can be especially useful during peak crop demand. Ro—bots are also employed in weeding and pest
control, recognising and eliminating only the weeds or administering pesticides, respectively, to minimise environmental
impact while increasing production. Implications for Labourers: Robotics, in particular, have an impact on human resources
in agriculture as a production element. These technologies largely reduce the manual labour necessary to complete a variety
of procedures and jobs [23].

Data Analytics and Al

Overview: Big data and artificial intelligence are gaining popularity in today's farming because they enable farmers to
handle massive volumes of data and make sound judgements. These technologies focus on enhancing an organization's
operations by collecting data from weather stations, satellites, sensors, and drones, among other sources [24]. Data analytics
and AT applications in agriculture include predictive analytics, which uses historical data and machine learning algorithms
to foresee patterns such as crop yields and pest outbreaks, allowing for more proactive decisionmaking. Precision farming
use artificial intelligence (Al) to analyse data from many sources, providing insights into soil health and crop conditions,
optimising input use, and increasing output. Al-powered solutions also enable automated decision-making for irrigation,
fertilisation, and pest management, increasing efficiency and reducing manual intervention.

Implications for Labourers

The growth of data analytics and Al in agriculture creates both opportunities and challenges for workers. While these
technologies can increase production and efficiency, they also need technical skill, which may not be available to all
workers, especially in areas with low educational resources. The digital divide is a worry because workers who lack access
to technology or training may be marginalised, leading to increasing inequality [25].

Implications for Labourers

As a result, the increased use of data analytics and artificial intelligence creates potential for workers in the agricultural
business while also posing obstacles. On the other hand, it can be seen that the introduction of these technologies increases
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job productivity and efficiency while implementing technical competencies that are difficult for workers to afford,
particularly in developing countries with limited educational resources. The use of advanced technology may pose a

problem because it may create a new social divide in which workers who do not have the opportunity to become acquainted
with computers and obtain the necessary training will be on the periphery of the working process, resulting in an even wider
gap between the sectors that use technology and those that do not.

DISCUSSION

Advantages of Modern Technology in Agriculture - Increased Productivity: As technology advances, farming methods
improve, leading to an increase in productivity. Farmers can achieve higher yields by using technologies such as precision
farming, smart instruments, and improved data processing. GPS-guided tractors, drones for crop inspection, and
mechanised irrigation systems all help to optimise resource consumption and reduce waste. This improvement in
productivity is significant in addressing global food insecurity since it allows farmers to cultivate more crops on the same
area of land, feeding the world's rising population. Precision agriculture, for instance, enables farmers to optimize resource
use through data-driven decision-making, enhancing crop yields and reducing waste. Automation and robotics have
introduced labor-saving mechanisms, while advancements in biotechnology have led to the development of genetically
modified crops with enhanced resistance to pests and environmental stressors.

However, the adoption of these technologies varies across regions, often influenced by socio-economic factors and
infrastructure availability. Studies also highlight the risks of exacerbating inequalities, as smallholder farmers may struggle
to access expensive technologies. Recent research underscores the importance of policy frameworks and training programs
to bridge these gaps and promote inclusive growth in the sector.

Cost Efficiency: One of the most significant benefits of current agricultural technologies is cost efficiency. Automation and
precision farming technologies decrease the need for manual labour, which is frequently one of the most costly aspects of
farming. Automated technologies may accomplish tasks like planting, harvesting, and weeding more accurately and

quickly than humans, lowering labour costs and increasing farm profitability. Furthermore, precision farming enables the
accurate application of inputs such as water, fertilisers, and pesticides, minimising the quantity of resources required and
decreasing expenses.

Improved Working Conditions: Technological improvements in agriculture have also led to better working conditions for
agricultural labourers. Traditional farming is physically hard, frequently requiring long hours of labour-intensive work in
difficult conditions. However, with the introduction of automated technology and tools, many of these manual processes
have been reduced or eliminated. Automated harvesters and robotic devices, for example, can conduct difficult activities
such as crop harvesting and sorting, relieving workers of their physical burden. This not only improves health outcomes
for farmworkers, but it also makes farming a more appealing and viable career option [26].

One of the benefits of technology in agriculture is its cost-saving potential. By utilizing automation and precision farming
technologies, farmers may lessen their reliance on labour, which is a big cost in the sector. Automated systems can
accomplish tasks such as planting, harvesting, and weeding more accurately and efficiently than people, lowering labour
costs and increasing farm profitability. Furthermore, precision farming enables the efficient use of resources such as water,
fertilisers, and pesticides, hence lowering resource consumption and expenses.

Improved Workplace Conditions: Technological advancements in agriculture have led to better working conditions for farm
workers. Traditional farming may be taxing on the body, with farmers working long hours in adverse conditions. However,
the introduction of machines and equipment has reduced or even eliminated many of these arduous tasks. Automated
harvesters and robotic devices, for example, can do the heavy lifting associated with crop picking and sorting, decreasing
the physical stress on people. This not only improves the health of farmworkers, but also makes farming a more appealing
and viable career option [27].

Sustainability: - While technological improvements benefit sustainable farming, they also pose obstacles and drawbacks.
One worry is the cost of adopting new technologies, which can be a barrier for farmers. Furthermore, issues of data privacy
and security arise as a result of information gathering and storage via sensors and drones. Additionally, relying on
technology may lessen the need for labour, reducing job chances in rural areas. Another challenge is the possible difference
in access to technology, with larger farms having greater resources to embrace advancements than their smaller
counterparts. These problems highlight the importance of considering several considerations when adopting technologies
into agriculture [28].
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The use of technology in farming has increased efficiency and output, but it has also resulted in significant job displacement.
Machinery and automation reduce the demand for labour, especially in operations like planting, harvesting, and crop
management. As a result, there is a lower demand for farmworkers, which could lead to unemployment in rural areas where

agriculture is the principal source of employment. This employment change may have societal consequences, such as
increased poverty and discontent in agriculturally dependent regions. The transition from traditional farming to mechanised
operations involves a thorough analysis of the consequences, including retraining displaced workers and developing new
job opportunities [29].

The shift to agriculture has underlined the significance of skills for workers in the business. Tasks such as operating
machinery, evaluating data from precision farming instruments, and maintaining automated systems now require a certain
level of experience and technical understanding. Unfortunately, possibilities for education and training in these areas are
not fairly distributed, especially in regions or among smaller farming enterprises. This provides a difficulty for personnel
who lack the skills required to adapt to new technologies, perhaps resulting in a divide within the agriculture sector. Without
sufficient training and assistance, many farmhands may struggle to stay up, with developments in the field worsening
existing economic disparities [30].

Economic disparities

The high expense of contemporary farming technologies has the potential to increase local and global economic inequities.
Large-scale farms and agribusinesses in wealthy countries are more likely to adopt new technologies, reaping benefits such
as increased efficiency, larger yields, and lower costs. Small-scale farmers, particularly those in developing countries, may
find it difficult to purchase these technologies, resulting in a growing productivity and profitability disparity. This unequal
access to technology can exacerbate economic inequities by giving wealthy farmers and areas a competitive advantage
while leaving less fortunate farmers behind. Furthermore, the concentration of breakthroughs in specific places may
exacerbate global economic inequalities, with developed countries benefiting from agricultural progress.

Technology Dependence

As technology becomes increasingly common in agriculture, there are problems connected with overdependence on it.
While innovations provide advantages, they also expose farming operations to possible disruptions caused by technical
failures, maintenance concerns, or cyber threats. For example, a breakdown in machinery during important seasons such
as planting or harvesting might result in severe losses. Similarly, over-reliance on data analysis and precision farming
equipment exposes farmers to cyber security risks such as data breaches and hacking attempts. This

reliance on technology also raises concerns about the loss of traditional farming knowledge and methods, which are
frequently better suited to adapting to changing environmental conditions. To address these difficulties, farmers must avoid
over-reliance on a single technology and instead promote a mix of traditional and modern practices [31].

CONCLUSION

The impact of technology on farming is undeniable, leading to increases in output efficiency and sustainability. However,
these developments provide challenges for agricultural workers who may need to adjust to changes in their responsibilities
and learn new skills. To promote success in the farming sector, it is critical to address these difficulties through initiatives
that support retraining and education for workers affected by job displacement, as well as programs that encourage the use
of technology that benefit everyone involved. Modern technologies hold transformative potential for the agricultural sector,
offering significant benefits in productivity and sustainability. However, their adoption must be managed thoughtfully to
address the socio-economic implications for agricultural laborers. By implementing training programs, inclusive policies,
and equitable access strategies, stakeholders can foster a balanced transition that benefits both the sector and its workforce.
Future research should focus on long-term impacts and the effectiveness of proposed solutions in mitigating disparities.
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